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TRIS.  I believed hitherto that it was ignorance which

made people fools and not knowledge.
CUT. You made a great mistake; I assure you that

a learned fool is a bigger fool than an  ignorant

fool.
TRIS.  Public opinion   is opposed to your maxims,

since ignoramus and fool are synonymous terms.
CLIT.  If you take it in the ordinary sense of the

word, there is a far closer alliance between pedant

and fool.

TRIS. Folly, in the one, shows itself unalloyed.
CUT. And study, in the other, perfects the work of

nature.
TRIS. Learning possesses high value simply because it

is learning.

CLIT. Knowledge in a fool is insupportahle.
TRIS. Ignorance must have great charm for you., since

you take up arms for it so warmly.
CLIT. If ignorance has so great a fascination for me,

it is because I have noticed the deeds of certain

scholars.
TRIS. The ' certain scholars * of whom you speak may,

when hetter known, prove to be worth more than

certain persons here present.

CLIT. Yes, if those ' certain scholars' are to be be-
lieved ; but certain persons might not be willing to

give credit to them.
PHIL. It seems to me, Monsieur . . .
CLTT.  Ah! Madam, have pity:   Monsieur is quite

strong enough  without   any assistance ;   I  have

already but too formidable  an assailant, and my

defence is to cover my retreat.
ARM. But the offensive acerbity of each retort which

you . . .

CLIT. Another ally ; I give up the game.
PHIL. Such battles are permissible in conversation,

provided no personalities be used.
CLIT. But, Heavens !   Nothing has been said that

could offend him : he understands banter as well as

any man in France; he has been pricked with many